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Exotic/Organic 
 

Flora and Fauna, rainforest, humid, palms, curvilinear, curvy, 

rounded, branches, flowing, graceful, sinuous, symmetry, 

elegant, plants, foliage, shrubbery, roots, fern, seed, kernel, 

pip, germinate, beginning, starting point, pod, peapod, 

leaves, grass, roots, trees, vegetation, trunk, stem, stalk, 

bark, ornamental, decorative, ornate, garlanded, embellish, 

emboss, festooned, glossy, glittery, see-through, 

photosynthesis, rays, birds, feathers, mushrooms, fungi, 

moss, insects, animals etc. 

 

Artists to explore:  

 Patrick Caulfield (still life, flowers) 

 Ana Teresa Barboza 

 Kelly Stanford (insects on black paper) 

 Mike Libby (mechanical insects) 

 Abby Diamond (watercolour insects) 

 Ernst Haeckel  

 Liu Dan (ink paintings) 

 Anna Mason 

 Daniel Williams 

 Karina Eibatova 

 Vincent Van Gogh 

 Claude Monet 

 Henri Rousseau 

 Juan Cotan 

 Dawn Eaton 

 Anita Chowdry 

 Genevieve Leavold 
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Angie Lewin  Mike Savlen Rosalind Monks 

Andy Goldsworthy Emma Dibben Rachel Ruysch 

Georgia Okeeffe Karl Blossfeldt Brett Weston 

http://totallyhistory.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/01/Red-Canna-by-Georgia-OKeeffe.jpg
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Fmidcurrent.com%2Fart%2Fmike-savlen%2F&psig=AOvVaw2g-Ifq9PTm938UAIr91aca&ust=1591279895760000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCND0-aHp5ekCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAD
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Manmade 
 

Locks, keys, gates, wrought ironwork, bridges, scaffolding, 

architecture (churches/ close up features), engines, car 

parts, bicycle parts, tools (hammer/saw/nails etc.), musical 

instruments, close ups of keys/scrolls end of violin/piano 

keys, mechanics of movement, gears, cogs, chains, levers, 

pulleys, circuit boards, cameras, phones, art tools 

(scissors/rulers/paints etc.), yachts/boats, buoys, rope, 

dishwashers, cutlery, the making process etc. 

 

Artists to explore:  

 Any artists whose style/medium you like and want to 

experiment with through still life observational work 
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H. R. Giger Ferdinand Leger Ruth Piper 

Jim Dine Al Razza Mike Libby 

Steampunk  Dale Mathis Michael Lang 
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The Human Condition 
 

The human body, body language, anatomy, proportions, 

bones, muscles, faces, facial expressions, emotions, moods, 

disease, injury, eating disorders, race, gender, equality, 

human sexuality, the mind, mental conditions 

(Alzheimer’s/dementia), life cycle, aging, everyday life, 

everyday activity (digging in the garden/ reading a 

newspaper/ drinking tea/ peeling potatoes etc.), movement, 

relationships (friends/ family/ mother and child etc.), 

homelessness, travel (in a car/bus/train/plane etc.), effect 

of work on people (pose/ body/ emotions etc.), personality, 

disguise, mask, veil, details etc.  

 

Artists to explore:  

 Helen Chadwick (Virus Landscapes)   

 Marc Quinn (physical disability/ the body/ aging)   

 John Coplans (the aging body)   

 Giacommetti (the body/ starvation)   

 Jenny Saville (the body/ sexuality)   

 Sarah Lucas (sexuality)   

 Gillian Wearing  

 Greyson Perry  

 Henri Toulouse-Lautrec  

 Edgar Degas  

 Henry Moore  

 Anselm Kiefer (Holocaust)   

 Edward Burra (War)   

 Doris Salcedo (missing people)  

 Barbara Kruger   
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 Ron Muek   

 Roy Lichtenstein    

 Gerhard Richter (Memory loss)   

 Chris Ofili (Race)   

 Lorna Simpson (Race)   

 Kathe Kollwitz (poverty, hunger & war)  

 Vincent Van Gogh (‘Potato Eaters’)  

 Pablo Picasso (Blue Period & ‘Guernica’) 

 Aron Demetz (sculptures) 

 Stanley Spencer 

 Stephen Conroy (portraits) 

 Tony Bevan (self-portraits) 

 Antony Gormley (sculptures, bodies) 

 Klaus Kampert (photography)  

 Jonathon Yeo (portraits, incomplete) 

 Frida Kahlo  

 Christina Troufa  

 Egon Schiele  

 Sir Eduardo Paolozzi (human figure broken down) 

 Romare Bearden (unity and cooperation within the 

African American community) 

 Pawel Althamer (traces of the human figure) 

 Rebecca Horn (body extensions) 

 David Deweerdt 

 Arghavan Khosravi (blending of Eastern and Western life) 

 Luisa Maria MacCormack (feminism, large scale works) 

 Bianca Berends (colourful beach scenes with people) 

 Rembrandt (self-portraits) 
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Honore Daumier  Pieter de Hooch Christian Boltanski 

Mona Hatoum  Richard Billingham William Kentridge 

 Lucian Freud Francis Bacon Leonardo Da Vinci 
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Light and Dark 
 

Lighting in paintings, lighting in artworks, lightbulbs, lamps, 

different coloured lighting, lighting in the sky, weather, 

contrast, shadows (people/ objects/ animals/ sculptures 

etc), monochrome, neon, spaces, architecture, silhouette, 

tonal contrasts, subject, background, people, objects, 

shape, line, texture, pattern, tunnels, paper sculptures, 

paper folding, materials/fabrics, etc.  

 

Artists to explore:  

 Shirin Neshat (women & religious culture of Islam) 

 Diane Arbus (b&w photography of people) 

 Karl Blossfeldt (photography of natural forms) 

 Rembrandt (use of light in portraits) 

 Olafur Eliasson (installations, environmental)  

 Gillian Carnegie (tonal paintings) 

 Patrick Caulfield (abstracted forms) 

 Barbara Hepworth (sculpture) 

 Sergio de Camargo (white sculpture) 

 Julio Le Parc (kinetic black and white installations) 

 Aenne Biermann (b&w photography) 

 Werner Mantz (b&w photography of buildings) 

 Uta Barth (light and dark in colour photography) 

 Vija Celmins (oceans and skies) 

 Joseph Wright of Derby (paintings) 

 Vilhelm Hammershoi (light streaming into rooms) 

 Korean monochrome movement (Danseakhwa): Ha Chong-

hyun, Hur Hwang, Lee Dong-Youb, Lee Ufan, Park Seo-bo, 

and Yun Hyong-keun. 
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Franz Kline 

 

Adela Andea Sue Webster 

 

David Stanley Richard Sweeney Jerry Reed 

Eva Rothchild Cornelia Parker Dylan Andrews 
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Fantastic and Strange 
 

Hybrids, animals, people, landscape, imagination, Photoshop 

editing, Surrealism, Dali/Magritte, fiction, fictional 

characters, funny, weird, creation, masks, unusual objects 

or grouping of objects, toys, fantasy, out of the ordinary, 

dreams, future, planets, universe, subconscious, unrealistic 

colour, strange 

 

Artists to explore: 

 Pablo Picasso  

 Francis Bacon  

 Charlotte Caron  

 Helma Cauberg Adriolo  

 Julian Schnabel  

 The Dada movement  

 Damien Hirst  

 Pierre Beteille  

 Escher   

 Duchamp   

 Hundertwasser  

 Gilbert and George   

 Jeff Koons 

 John Stezaker 
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Laura William Hieronymus Bosch 

 

Max Ernst 

Jerry Uelsmann Salvador Dali Rene Magritte 

Frida Kahlo Mark Chagall Goya 
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Food 
 

Fruit, vegetables, still life, texture, healthy, unhealthy, fast 

food, food chains, breakfast, lunch, dinner, meal with 

friends/family, the ritual of sharing food during a meal, 

recording your own meals for a period of time, cooking/ 

baking, food markets, food buffets, food shops 

(fishmongers/ butchers/ patisseries etc.), slices/portions 

of food, diets (vegetarian/ gluten-free/ lacto-free/ 

vegetarian/ vegan etc.), portion control, food decay, close-

up scientific study of food, food packaging etc. 

 

Artists to explore:  

 Vik Muniz - Create art with food  

 Chris Wormell – Wood cut still lives   

 Tjalf Sparnaay – Photorealist  

 Georgina Luck – Packaged food  

 Tom Wesselmann  

 James Rosenquist  

 Roy Lichtenstein   

 Oriana Kacicek  

 Joel Penkman  

 Neil Nelson  

 Jesús Navarro  

 Emma Dibben 

 Edward Burra 

 Andy Warhol 

 Michel Majerus 

 Marcel Broodthaers 

 Keith Arnatt  



15 
 

 

 

Pieter Aetsen Juan Sanchez Cotan Clause Oldenburg  

 Wayne Thiebaud Sam Taylor Sarah Graham 

Tjalf Sparnaay Sarah Beetson May Van Millingen 



16 
 

Red 
 

Any artist working in red!  

 

Artists to explore:  

 John Adams (London Square series) 

 Terry Beard (Red Lines) 

 Zelda Eady (Red Field) 

 Sally Grumbridge (The Bombing of Nog Pladuk) 

 Barbara Kruger (I shop therefore I am) 

 

Things to consider: 

 The meaning of the colour red 

 How you want to use red 

- To highlight  

- To cover 

- To explore 

 The theme you will go with  

- Food/nature/people etc. 
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Patrick Heron Benjamin Cohen Jenny Saville 

William Kentridge Andy Warhol Wayne Thiebaud 

Anish Kapoor Henri Matisse Chiharu Shiota 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Flondonist.com%2Flondon%2Fart-and-photography%2Fchiharu-shiota-me-somewhere-else-blain-southern-art-review&psig=AOvVaw1J5qhWXI4zmRcWJo8L6zpa&ust=1591282027089000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCODwhZ3x5ekCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAa

