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How to prepare for Spanish at AS Level

You have a few weeks in which to really prepare for your AS Level in Spanish. The leap from ‘
GCSE to AS Level is significant. This booklet contains links to a huge range of media, most of \\
which is available for free online as well as tasks to complete before September. In order to keep
pace, it is vital that you work through the tasks. Little and often is better than cramming this all
into the last two weeks of August! Try to build some of them into your daily routine...

Watch...

Television

Watch the latest news in Spanish http://www.rtve.es/, or even just the weather forecast
http://www.rtve.es/eltiempo/. Take in some culinary delights with Spanish Master Chef
http://www.rtve.es/television/masterchef/ or some football
http://www.rtve.es/deportes/champions-league/ . Or watch some cartoons in Spanish with
your baby brother or sister; you can both learn some Spanish http://www.rtve.es/infantil/. You
will recognise some of the programmes — any guesses what Sam el bombero is
http://www.rtve.es/infantil/videos-juegos/#/videos/sam-bombero/todos/ or La oveja Shaun
http://www.rtve.es/infantil/videos-juegos/#/videos/oveja-shaun/todos/?

You can also access the TV using:

* Your own TV. If you get Euronews, you can put it into Spanish by pressing the red button

* Look at http://broadcast-live.com/television/spanish.html. This website gives you access to the TV
stations that are streaming TV including http://www.canalsur.es/portada-2808.html

* Another TV station is http://www.antena3.com/ . This gives you access to loads of soaps and dramas
etc as well as Downton Abbey in Spanish!

« BBC Website http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/subjects/z4dgxnb. If you have trouble bringing the

website up, type in www.bbc.co.uk/education. Then select England GCSE and scroll down until you
find Modern Foreign Languages. Behind both the Speaking and Listening tabs there are loads of great
videos to watch that only last a few minutes and they are a great way to practice your listening skills.



http://www.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.dibujos21.com%2Fthumb-grande%2Fsam-bombero%2Fsam-bombero9424.jpg&imgrefurl=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.dibujos21.com%2Fsam-bombero-1665%2F&h=794&w=567&tbnid=5YBpXuw8KwdK5M%3A&zoom=1&docid=d2sqr263yTb7RM&ei=cqSIU5fSF6mQ0AXG14HABA&tbm=isch&ved=0CHgQMygYMBg&iact=rc&uact=3&dur=1252&page=2&start=22&ndsp=27
https://librarycat.portsmouth.gov.uk/cgi-bin/spydus.exe/MSGTRN/OPAC/JOIN
https://librarycat.portsmouth.gov.uk/cgi-bin/spydus.exe/MSGTRN/OPAC/JOIN
https://librarycat.portsmouth.gov.uk/cgi-bin/spydus.exe/ENQ/OPAC/LOCENQ?TYP=BR&NRECS=999
https://librarycat.portsmouth.gov.uk/cgi-bin/spydus.exe/ENQ/OPAC/LOCENQ?TYP=BR&NRECS=999
http://www.rtve.es/
http://www.rtve.es/eltiempo/
http://www.rtve.es/television/masterchef/
http://www.rtve.es/deportes/champions-league/
http://www.rtve.es/infantil/
http://www.rtve.es/infantil/videos-juegos/#/videos/sam-bombero/todos/
http://www.rtve.es/infantil/videos-juegos/#/videos/oveja-shaun/todos/
http://broadcast-live.com/television/spanish.html
http://www.canalsur.es/portada-2808.html
http://www.antena3.com/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/subjects/z4dqxnb
http://www.bbc.co.uk/education
http://www.portsmouthfilmsociety.org.uk/
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Listen to the radio
The great thing about listening to the radio is that you can get on with something else at the ry—
same time (tidying your room???). Listen live using the Eschuchar Ahora or the En directo '

button. It sometimes takes a while to buffer so be patient.

* Radio Nacional de Espaiia (RNE) (www.rtve.es)
* Radio 1(Radio Nacional) es la radio generalista de RNE. Sus programas llegan a todos los publicos.

Noticias, entretenimiento, cultura, deportes...

TOP TIP: Listen to Radio 3
Radio 3 is the radio station that the young listen to. It is set up just like Radio 1 or Capital FM and so has music

videos and interviews to watch too. Also, if you like 80s music, try M80 Radio http://www.m80radio.com/ .

» Radio 3 es la radio mas joven, la preocupada por los temas de la juventud. Mdsica, cine, teatro, libros,

debates... http://www.rtve.es/radio/radio3/
Gain Access to a range of programmes relating to popular culture, music, festivals, cinema etc:

[ - oo O T -

Programas

» Radio 5 es la radio dedicada al mundo de la actualidad, con noticias durante las 24 horas del dia,
todos los dias del afio. http://www.rtve.es/radio/radio5/

=

0O AT [ T

Fle Eat Viw Fwortes Took Hep

PROGRAMACION
En directo: todo noticias

rne =

RADIO A LA CARTA|

20 AMIVERSARIO

Listen to the latest
news!

+ Radio Exterior de Espafa (REE) es la voz de RNE en el exterior, la que difunde la culturay la que
acerca a los pueblos.


http://www.rtve.es/
http://www.m80radio.com/
http://www.rtve.es/radio/radio3/
http://www.rtve.es/radio/radio5/
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Sign up to Twitter y

Sign up to Twitter for authentic text that you can quickly flick through. We follow all of these and recommend
you do the same! They will help you pick up the language even when lazily browsing twitter. Some ideas are:

@Spain - The official Twitter for tourism in Spain

@LaFraseDelDia_ - Mas que palabras. A Spanish site which tweets inspirational sayings for each day.

@spanishlanguage — Official Twitter account for Transparent Language Spanish. Learn the language with
free resources, social media, and research-based software that works. Tweets expressions, phrases, words
and articles in Spanish.

@spanishaddicts — El espafiol de la calle (typical spoken spanish). Esto no son simples traducciones
literales, es mucho mas que eso. Spanish phrases, vocab, articles and more.

@spanishxxx2 — Free Spanish Sentences Vocabulary Pronunciation Grammar Tests. Tweets vocab, articles,
and quizzes.

@muyinteresante — Revista de ciencia, historia, tecnologia, salud, psicologia, innovacién y curiosidades. A
Spanish news organisation that tweets in Spanish only. Great for practicing your reading skills.

TOP TIP: Sign up to Twitter and reqister to a feed that tweets a word or so a day

A word a day is a fantastic way of building your vocabulary. Here are some to choose from:

@SpanishDict - Learn Spanish on the web. Tweets a random Spanish word frequently with the translation.

@VamosSpanish— A word a day goes a long way! Use this online resource to enhance your Spanish learning
and ask questions. Tweets words and phrases and translates them. Also tweets other facts and grammar.

@EduLearnSpanish — Learn 3 new words a day on Twitter!

@SpanishWords4U — Spanish Word A Day and computer programs to learn Spanish. Tweets a new Spanish
word everyday with example sentences.

@LL_Spanish — Learn Spanish with words & phrases of the day from Living Language! Tweets Spanish
phrases, words, articles and more.

Bonus:

@speakbritishly —Speak Spanish Britishly. Just a funny British guide for you which tweets English words and
phrases and gives a (completely inaccurate) translation which sounds very close to the English pronunciation.
Don’t use it for learning obviously...



https://images.search.yahoo.com/images/view;_ylt=AwrB8pyMg4hT8TEAbRCJzbkF;_ylu=X3oDMTI0cHVha2JsBHNlYwNzYwRzbGsDc3IEb2lkAzVlODQ3ZDVlLWMyNzQtMzZlYS05MzhhLTljOTk1YzFkNDI1MQRncG9zAzEEaXQDbGF0?back=https://images.search.yahoo.com/search/images?p%3Dtwitter%26fr%3Dyfp-t-319-s%26fr2%3Dpiv-web%26ri%3D1%26tab%3Dorganic&w=300&h=300&imgurl=d4.yimg.com/sr/img/1/5e847d5e-c274-36ea-938a-9c995c1d4251&rurl=http://news.yahoo.com/photos/twitter-keep-efforts-china-ceo-photo-064748188.html&size=4KB&name=Twitter+to+keep+up+efforts+on+China:+CEO&p=twitter&oid=5e847d5e-c274-36ea-938a-9c995c1d4251&fr2=piv-web&fr=yfp-t-319-s&tt=Twitter+to+keep+up+efforts+on+China:+CEO&b=0&ni=21&no=1&ts=&c=0,0,199,199&s=0&imgt=latest&prtnr=AFP+Relax+News&sigr=12gm0p5v5&sigb=133a55hr2&sigi=11pl3264c&sigt=11f7tq0do&sign=11f7tq0do&.crumb=kptY89LQiin&fr=yfp-t-319-s
https://twitter.com/LaFraseDelDia_
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Read...

Keep your own vocabulary book for new expressions you come across — there is a sheet at the back of this
booklet to start you off. Or you can ask your teacher for a small vocab booklet to fill in as you go. You could
order it alphabetically, by topic area based on what we are going to study or just use it as a diary and scribble
away your Spanish development in it.

Newspapers and Magazines

Read a foreign language newspaper — El Pais in Spanish is available in larger
paper shops. El Pais has its own website http://elpais.com/ so that you can read
the paper online. You do not have to read the paper cover to cover, just scan the
headlines and pick out ONE article that grabs your attention.

This website gives you access to newspapers all over the world. Here is the link to a range of Spanish papers.
http://www.mediatico.com/en/newspapers/europe/spain/national/

This website is a more lighthearted newspaper which covers global stories as well as gossip.
http://www.20minutos.es/ Also try http://www.20minutos.tv/ . This is the TV Channel for this newspaper.

The website http://www.diariosur.es/ is from a newspaper in the south of Spain. In addition to articles, it
contains a number of clips from news stories and links through to sports etc. It also has links through to
specific parts of Spain, which may be useful when you start a project on a particular region of Spain for your A2
Level ° ‘,:_“i_,wr_,i el [ a0

Prin}erlahsv Noticias

In Spain there is also a news website for young people:
http://primerasnoticias.com/. It has sections on the Internet and Mobile
Technology; Science and Wildlife; Education; Culture; Sport; Society
and Health. A glance today contained articles about Facebook, video
games and bullying to name but a few.

To catch up on the latest gossip and to see what the celebs are
wearing, take a look at http://www.hola.com/. This is our equivalent of Hello! Magazine. Also look at
http://www.elmundo.es/

Fiction

We have ordered a number of Spanish fiction books — let us know if you would like to borrow a book. Also, if
you come across a book that you would like us to get, let us know. If you want a copy of the Reading List, ask
your teacher however at this stage, it is best that you focus on what is in this booklet.

Websites

Switch to Spanish browsers such as http://www.terra.es/ and http://es.yahoo.com/ or www.yahoo.es as well as
www.google.es. This way, you will read Spanish every time you log on and it will become part of your everyday
activity.

Look at the BBC website http://www.bbc.co.uk/languages/spanish/tv/onlinenews.shtml for e
links to Spanish programmes available on line. And http://www.bbc.co.uk/mundo/ takes you :;“
through to news in Spanish. :

.



http://www.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=http://static.guim.co.uk/sys-images/Guardian/About/General/2010/10/4/1286214590494/Spanish-media-giant-Prisa-006.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.theguardian.com/business/2010/oct/04/pais-debt-restructuring-berggruen-franklin&h=276&w=460&tbnid=OhDvaFMd5aBixM:&zoom=1&docid=-i3PspYmfufcXM&ei=64eIU4mUFYHkOtKRgIAL&tbm=isch&ved=0CI8BEDMoIzAj&iact=rc&uact=3&dur=735&page=2&start=17&ndsp=31
http://elpais.com/
http://www.mediatico.com/en/newspapers/europe/spain/national/
http://www.20minutos.es/
http://www.20minutos.tv/
http://www.diariosur.es/
http://primerasnoticias.com/
http://www.hola.com/
http://www.elmundo.es/
http://www.terra.es/
http://es.yahoo.com/
http://www.yahoo.es/
http://www.google.es/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/languages/spanish/tv/onlinenews.shtml
http://www.bbc.co.uk/mundo/
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Websites for research

Once you actually start your AS Level in September, your will realise that you are almost completing a
Sociology A Level in Spanish. It is fascinating and you will learn all about the history and culture of Spanish
speakers. Here are some websites bursting with information about Spain. Always start your research with
these websites as it is easy to get bogged down when looking for help on the internet.

If you are searching for information, try switching to the Spanish www.es.wikipedia. Remember that anyone
can write on Wikipedia so you must validate your research elsewhere and never quote from it! It is a good

place to start though.
e-\|. http://spanish.about.com

A Spanish government run website: www.mec.es (Consejeria de Educacion) e Edt View fovortes Took Help

95 &) Web Slice Gallery =

Interactive Lessons with Sounds, Simple,

A website in English with some great links to various topics: — et e
http://spanish.about.com/ eracive vessons with Sounds, Smete

British Council support available from http://schoolsonline.britishcouncil.org/
Keep your eyes peeled as they often have trips to Spain for free! You have to

apply for them but they are an amazing opportunity to build your Spanish skills.

There is no better way to learn a language than by spending time in that
country.

The National Centre for Languages http://www.cilt.org.uk/home.aspx for
information on how to set up blogs and also further links to grants for trips to
Spain etc.

On-line dictionary
A good on-line dictionary is: http://www.wordreference.com/

Browse Topic

+ Learn Spanish Grammar

» Spanish Pronunciation

» Written Spanish

» Spanish Language Schools
+ Spanish-Language Culture

» Spanish Vocabulary

+ In the News

» Spanish-Language Literature
» Entertainment in Spanish

+ History of Spanish

» Spanish-Language Products
+ Spanish for Travelers

»+ Tips for Learning Spanish

» Teaching Resources

TOP TIP: Don’t look up every word you are not sure of when reading an article/ book

Yep... you read that right. When you are reading articles etc, try not to look up every word as it will take you
forever. Skim and scan the text to get the gist. Remember to use the context or the article, cognates and
common sense to figure out what the article is saying. Pick out a couple of words that you like the look of, that
you feel may be real hurdles to getting the idea of the text, look them up carefully and add them to your vocab
booklet. The aim at this stage is to get the gist of the article, not be able to translate it completely. Translation

is a whole different ball game and you will learn it soon enough.

You will be surprised how much more enjoyable reading will be if you really pay attention to this tip.



http://www.es.wikipedia/
http://www.mec.es/
http://spanish.about.com/
http://schoolsonline.britishcouncil.org/
http://www.cilt.org.uk/home.aspx
http://www.wordreference.com/
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Grammar Practice

What should | know by now?
This is a common question asked by students about to start their AS level. You should be able to:

TOPIC CONTENT
Recognise and use a range of tenses with regular Reqular —AR, -ER, -IR verbs:
verbs. Tenses:

Present

Preterite

Imperfect

Near Future (ir + a + inf.)
Future (eg. Sera)
Conditional (eg. seria)

Recognise and use a range of tenses with irregular Common irregular verbs: ser, estar, tener, hacer, ir
verbs. Tenses:

Present

Preterite

Imperfect

Near Future (ir + a + inf.)

Future (eg. Sera)

Conditional (eg. seria)

Give opinions with reasons * Arange of opinion expressions
+ Positive and negative reasons for opinions
* To be able to agree and disagree

Links to Grammar Practice Exercises

The grammar areas in the box above are in Spanish GCSE Revision Guides which are available on Amazon
for less than £5. Try CGP, Pearson or Letts which also has a CD with it. Also look at your KS4 Vocabulary
Books — ask your teacher if you need a new one. The following websites are also very useful interactive sites
for grammar and language based activities. Take a look at them. They wouldn’t be on here if they weren’t
worth a look.

* Languages on line: The Grammar Revision resources on www.languagesonline.org.uk are great as you
can then select what tense you want to revise, read the explanations and complete the exercises. You
can do these as often as you like and it gives you a percentage. Another useful tactic is to translate the
examples and exercises into English to ensure you understand the meaning of each tense.

- = Espafiol [1'.‘. “
. | |

You can look up AS
Resources or just do
some Grammar revision.

| T A



http://www.languagesonline.org.uk/
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* Lightbulb languages at http://www.lightbulblanguages.co.uk/resources-sp-al.htm
*  http://www.studyspanish.com/tutorial.htm

Tasks
Complete the task log (1 or 2) which most suits your style of working, or make your own one up but you will
need to go through it with your Spanish Tutor in September so make sure that it is clear and useful to you. You
may have one week in which you are extremely motivated and one when you are not. Do not leave it all until
the end of August however as you will be behind and you want to start the year as you mean to go on.

1. When you look at a website/ link on here, highlight it and note the date and what you thought about it.
You can then put a couple of notes in your task log.

2. Summarise, in Spanish, 2 articles (that were in Spanish!) that you have read from one of the websites/
papers above and say why they interested you. If you cannot print the article, make a note of the
website.

3. Watch at least one foreign language film and review it (c. 200 — 250 words) in Spanish. Watch as many
Spanish films as you can.

4. Look out for any items in the English or Spanish media relating to topics we will study — such as the
Internet, advertising, healthy and unhealthy lifestyles, education so that you have points to make in a
discussion and opinions to give.

5. Go onto www.languagesonline.org.uk. Complete 2 exercises a week. Each exercise takes less than 5
minutes. Note down the exercise you did and your score.

6. Read through the course overview so that you have an idea of what we will be studying. This will also
help you with task 4 above.

7. If you find any other websites/ links/ twitter feeds that you think are worth sharing, note them down too.

8. Each time you pass a second hand shop, pop in and see whether they have any large dictionaries or
any Spanish books — either fiction or grammar. You can find old Spanish dictionaries worth £35 on sale
for less than a fiver!

9. And finally...Remember, you will take from the course what you put in. Students who put in plenty of
independent work are always the most successful. Enjoy!



http://www.lightbulblanguages.co.uk/resources-sp-al.htm
http://www.studyspanish.com/tutorial.htm
http://www.languagesonline.org.uk/
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Task Log 1

Week
commencing

Date

Website/ Source

Comments

e.g

30/06/14

Lightbulb
languaoges

Loads of info ano quite fun. Looked at slides about Clvil war — need to find out more
about this. WilL look it up on Wikipedia. Website more tnteresting than | was expecting.

30 JUN

7 JUL

14 JUL

21 JUL

28 JUL

04 AUG

11 AUG

18 AUG

25 AUG
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Task Log 2

Date

Website/ Source

Comments

10
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Handy Vocab

Espanol

Inglés

14




